Wberein the New Nonjuring Schelm 
is juſtly Neprehended. 


CAC REAC e ag anon 


kl of 


Pk EACH d in 
St, Sasliour's Church, Southwark, 
Offob, 25. 1716. 


3 


— — ww 


. 
8 


WEE — 


— 
- 


fx 
» — — 


. 
2 
— 3 


. 
- 


— — — — 
— 
* 


— 
3 : 
_ 
oy - 

* 


— 


DT — 
— 
3 
a 1 


— 
— 
- 
— 


ho * 


now 
3 


. 
— 


= Fe 2 1 


* * 


1 


Pp Ll N de * u 
* "—_ 
: 
| , 
4 . 
* \ - 
. \ _ 
4 ES, ? : 
*. % *" 
: Ck as 
+ * %. * 
7 — 
1 
* 
* 
L " , ; 
, * 5 8 
4 z " * . 4 
OT 
Fo ab Wy 
ga. TC * \ 
# 14 ' 
Ta wy - © w 1 
; nA, * 
* p 
| 8 | 
- 4 - + ; 
\ Is . of S +42 / 
* * 
W 4 #4 N 
of — — 
o 
\ 
" 4 
L 
| 
. 
— 


1 


PREACH D at the 
Primary Viſitation 


Of the REVEREND 


Mr. Arch-deacon of SURREY. 
In St. Saviour's Church, Southwark, 


Octob. 25. 1716. 


Wherein the New Nonjuring Schiſm 
is juſtly Reprehended. 


| Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of Mr. ARCH- 
DEACON, and he Clergy of the Deanry 
of Southwark. 


By NAT H. HOUGH, A. M. 
Rector of the Church of St. George the 
Martyr, and Lecturer of Kenſington. 


— 
— 


LON DO N: 
Printed for B. BARK ER, and C. KING, both 


in NWeſtminſter-Hall; and Sold by K. Bu- 
LEIGH in Amen-Corner. 1716. 


1 


SERMON 


LA 
. 
„ 


Ro 


* 
= 
p 
tat A 
Fl * 
N 
a1 
* * 
4 
1 
4 
1 
_ 
J 
1 
* 
| ö 
. 
+ 
* 
[I Q 
1 J 
Fn 
off 
WS | 
4 
LT 
3 
4 
1 
* 
” MM 
* 
7 \ 
* 
. N \f 


— 
AD. > 
cn 
= _ 


— E _— 


—— AE — ©» 


a * 
* 1 
# a "4s 
* 
— * 
» % \ 
* 6 
1 
* F< 
iS 7 * 
* * „ 


St. JU DE, ver. 3. | 
Beloved, when I gave all diligence 


to write unto you of the common 
Salvation : it was needful for me 
to write unto you, and to exhort 
you, that you ſhould earneſtly con- 
tend for the Faith which was once 
delivered to the Saints. 


Hils Apoſtolical Exhorta- 
i tion points out to us an in- 
ſeparable Connexion be- 
twixt the Common Salva- 
tion, and the true Chriſtian 
Faith. Whatever may be 
the happy Lot of well-living Heathens in 
another World; yet, Salvation is the pro- 
per Portion of Chriſtians, and of thoſe on- 
ly, who embrace the Faith of a Saviour, ac- 
cording to the Terms of its firſt Delivery 
to the Saints: vis. 


If 


(6) 

If we are not willing to receive the main 
Principles of Chriſtianity in that clear, ob- 
vious, agreeing Senſe, wherein the Apo- 
ſtles taught and writ them, in the ſame 
Meaning which is conſiſtent with the ex- 
preſs Words of Holy Scripture, with the 
Common Tenour of thoſe Sacred Writings, 
and with the concurring Teſtimony of the 
Primitive Ages of the Church ; but muſt 
curiouſly or maliciouſly be trying to obſcure 
a plain, or to corrupt a pure Goſpel ; By 
this means we forfeit our juſt Pretenſions 
to that Salvation which this Goſpel ten- 
ders; and as we will not obſerve its Terms, 
ſo neither can we expect to obtain it 
Bleflings, 

Humble, honeſt, ſincere Believing, is one 
of thoſe Terms which God Almighty juſt- 
ly requires his Word ſhould meet with; 
and the New Teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt, is, 
beyond all Contradiction, that Word. To 
| ſuppoſe that this Word is fo dubious in ne- 
ceſſary Points, that many different Con- 
ſtructions may be formed, and yet all be 
true ; or, Jo ſuppoſe that this Word is of 
ſo little Importance, that it matters not 
much which of them 1s ſo ; Either of theſe 
Suppoſals reflects inſufferably upon the Ho- 


nour of God, and no Pretence to Sincerity 


can ſerve for their Vindication. 


Far 


(7) 


Far be it from us to ſay, that the Inſpi- 
red Authors were any-way the Occaſions 
of thoſe manifold Errors, which have in- 
ſidiouſly ſtole into the Faith: No; theſe, 


without queſtion, are ſince owing to work- 


ing Wits, generally ſet a going by wicked 
Affections: For Salvation, in St. Jude's 
ſence, hangs cloſe upon a ſound Faith; fo 
cloſe, that when our Apoſtle gave Diligence 
to write of the One, he was under a Ne- 
ceſſity to write of the Other ; not only to 
write, but to exhort; not only to exhort, 
but to exhort they would earneſtly con- 
tend for the Faith, as it was firſt delivered. 
What means this Writing, this Exhorting, 
this Earneſt Contending, if we may ſafely 
allow ourſelves in an Ind ifferency of Reli- 
gions, in a Latitude of Believing, in a Free- 
dom of Thinking, contrary to the Original 
Apoſtolick Faith, or to what is call'd, 7 he 
Religion of the New Teſtament ? 

We do not indeed contend for an exact 
Agreement in every Religious Difficulty ; 
but yet Clergy and Laity muſt both ſtick 
to the One Deliver, to the chief Lines and 
Articles of the Revelation made by Chriſt 
Jeſus and his Apoſtles : And theſe certain- 
ly are ſo few, that no one can be frighted 
with their Number; ſo plain, that no one 
can be puzzled with their Difficulty ; ſo ne- 
ceſſary and important, that all Chriſtians 

| (however 
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(however they may differ in other Matters) 
are here obliged to be Unanimous, and 
to think and ſpeak as One Man. I was 
needful, &c. } 
From which Words, I will endeavour to 
ſhew : 


I. What we are to mean by the Faith 
once delivered, and what is the beſt 
Expedient to find it. 


II. In what Way, and by what Methods, 
we muſt contend for the Faith, when 
it is thus found. 


The APPLICATION ſhall be ſuitable to 
the Occaſion. 


I. What we are to mean, &. Once De- 
livered. Was the Truth of God ſpoken all 
at one Time, and in one Place? Is the 
true ſaving Faith the Birth only of one 
Age, or of one Part of the World; and 
have all other Kingdoms and Countries, be- 
fore and fince, been utterly without it ? 
Shall we fay that the old Patriarchs were 
no Believers, or that there was no Faith 
amongſt the goodly Fellowſhip of the Pro- 
phets, or that no Perſon pleaſed God till 
Chriſt was born into the World? And yet 
without Faith, we know, tis impaſſible to 


pleaſe 


METH 
22 Him. No, this Once delivered, muſt 
taken in a noble and, emphatical Sence, 
not a negative and excluſive. one. This 
Once, does not ſuppoſe that God never ſpoke 
his Mind at all, but by his own Son, or 
never ſpoke of this Son till he was actually 
preſent amongſt Us ; but it ſhews, that the 
Revelation made by this Son, and his 1nme- 
diate Holy Followers, was ſo full, com- 
pleat, and entire, that all other Diſcove- 
Ties are not worthy to be compar'd with 
itz imperfect, if taken without it; and do 
each receive their Confirmation in this firſt 
[to us, the laſt] Delivery of the Faith. 
No wonder that St. Fade, en his Eye 
upon the late wonderful Manifeſtation of 
Chriſt in the Fleſh, and of God's Will by 
Him, being wholly taken up with that large 
Train of divine Truths, publiſh'd by his 
Great Maſter, within the compaſs of a few 
foregoing Years: No wonder, I ſay, that 
He, with the reſt of his inſpired Brethren, 
having his Soul full of this glorious Scene, 
ſpeaks of Divine Faith, not as gradually 
communicated by Patriarchs and Prophets, 
hot as gently coming down thro' Types 
and Figures, .but as diſplayed from Heaven 
all at once. Well He might, finding all 
former Predictions fulfill'd at this happy 
Period, and the whole Old Teſtament juſt 
how accompliſhed in the New, contire 
16 our 


(10) 
our entire Religion to this Bleſſed Seaſon, 
the Conſummation of all other Notices 
which God hadever given of Himſelf. 
This being the ſence of the Phraſe Once 
delivered; we now come more narrowly to 
enquire what the. Faith is to which this 
Phraſe belongs, which all Chriſtians are 
earneſtly to contend for, and univerſally to 
receive. But here you are not to expect a 
punQual Liſt of Fundamentals, or a pre- 
ciſe Catalogue of fuch Articles, and fuch 
only a3 are to be believed, upon Condition 
of Salvation. The moſt judicious Chilli 
worth tells us, this is too hard a Task for 
any ſingle Perſon to undertake, or for an) 
particular Church : Nay, farther, He finds 
not where Chriſt has given Authority to 
the Univerſal Church, whereon to found 
ſuch an infallible Undertaking. Tis e- 
nough that we have four authentick Hito- 
ries of our Saviour's Birth, Life, and 
Death, of which the Apoſtles Creed is a 
primitive Abſtrat: We have in theſe a 
diſtin& Account of the Divinity of his 
Perſon ; of the Reaſons of his Miſſion; 
of the Rules left us by his Word and 
Example; and of the Benefits procured 
by thoſe, and by his Satisfaction, Re- 
ſurrection, and Interceſſion together. We 
have likewiſe a great Number of Epiſtles, 
which explain and inforce theſe neceſſary 
Things, 


(11) 


Things, which inculcate the main Chri- 
ſtian Do&rmes and Commands, and leave 
no room to doubt upon what Points the 
Streſs is laid, as to Believing; upon what 
Precepts, as to Obey ing. 

Is not all this ſufficient for every well- 
difpoſed - Perſon, without inſiſting upon an 
Infallible Head to guide him, or without 
demanding an exact Draught of Articles to 
which he may ſafely ſubſcribe, and to no 
other? What need for ſuch a critical Col- 
lection either of Doctrines or Rules, when 
both are wrought almoſt into every Page of 
the New Teſtament, and ſhew of what Mo- 
ment they are, becauſe they are met with 
ſo often? Better are they taught, more to 
our Capacity, and for our Benefit, as we 
have them thus in an Hiſtorical and Epi- 
ſtolar Way, than if they had been drawn 
up in a dry Syſtem, or in a brief Abridg- 
ment. | 

If you think that I am ſtill too general, 
and after all my Complaints of Latitude, 
have not yet offered a ſatisfactory Expedi- 
ent for coming at the true Faith; I deſire 
we would attend once more to the Chara- 
dter of the Text, — Once delivered : 
For by keeping cloſe to this fingle Cha- 
racer, we fhall' cut off an infinite Number 
of unſound Opinions, which have cre 
into Chriſtianity ſince its firſt Publication, 
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(12) 

and vent its Profeſſors into a thouſand 
pieces: By which means, the Faith being 
ſtript of all corrupt Additions, will come 
into as little Compaſs, as if we had under- 
taken to give a Liſt of Fundamentals. 
Fir 1½: at this Rate, what becomes of 
all the Romiſb Innovations and Traditions, 
of all thoſe Excreſeences of Doctrine, 
which never grew out of the Root of the 
Chriſtian Religion, but are erroneous Slips 
of their own' graſting? And now they are 
grafted,” they would make them every whit 
as real: Parts of the Faith, as the Original 
Branches are ʒ ſuch, I mean, as the Invo- 
cation of the Bleſſed Virgin, of Angels, 
and of Saints; ſuch as the Adoration of 
the Hoſt, of Images, and of Reliques, Pur- 
gatory, Prayers for the Dead, Half-Com- 
munion, Infallible Popedom, and a hun- 
dred more. We want to know where 
theſe are once delivered? | 
This Primitive Rule of St. Jude carries 
off all this Rubbiſh in an inſtant ; then the 
right Ground-work appears; then you 
come at the true Faith: No Church in the 
World has, like the Roman, heap'd up Ar- 
ticles of Faith into ſo huge a Maſs : But 
when you dig into the firſt Foundations, 
they all tumble and fall down of them- 
ſelves. © | 0 


Again, 


„ 1 IM 

Gia Seen val STEEL] 11 
Again, 2dly - The very ſate will be the 
Doom of all your Modern Fancies and 
Enthuſiaſſis ; ſuch as running down Ordi- 
nantes, under Pretence of higher Perfecti- 
on, or thro' the Preference of Mental 
Prayer; undervaluing the Scriptures, in 
Cornpetition with an Inward Light; talking 
of a Spiritual Waſhing, and ſo ſpiriting Bap- 
tiſm by Water out of the Bible boaſting of a 
Chriſt within, and ſo baniſhing the Lord's 
Supper out of the World: All theſe ſtrange 
Delufioredhoog up of late, not from the 
Beginning of Divine Faith, but moſt of 
them within the compaſs of Human Me- 
mory : Before they were not heard of, and 
even now they are not fit to be named. 
To ſuch bold Blaſphemers, who challenge 
an Inſpiration equal to that of the Apo- 
ſtles, our Anſwer is ready, The Faith was 
delivered at once: But as for their fond 
Suggeſtions ; theſe, to ſay the leaſt, are of 
an Upſtart Date, and ſo directly fall under 
the Laſh of the Text. 


-. Farther, gdly: By this ſame Standard, 
may all the ſtrain'd, foro d, and far-fetch'd 


Expoſitions of the Soctmans be try'd and 


condemn d; like to which, nothing occurs 
in the whole Analogy of Faith, as it was 


firſt publiſhed, or is now preſerved in the 


Goſpel. 
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144) 
Goſpel. Theſe new elaborate Comments 
of the Poliſʒi Brethren are the pure Effects 
of Sophiſtry and Subtilty, turning Words 
out of their true Meaning, and wreſting 


them to ſpeak a Sence either flat and je- 


june, or elſe. abſurd and impious. Truly 
the Tenets of Arius and Socinus may ra- 
ther be locked upon as Denial of. thi 
Faith, than as Additionals to it; they ra- 
ther bear away its Bottom, than ſeem to 
build any thing New: Yet however, ſince 
ſome Gentlemen of Free Thought pretend 


to father theſe Opinions, monſtrous as the 


are, upon the Scriptures themſelves; it may 
with Certainty, and muſt with Courage, 
be affirm'd, that they are the Brats of their 
own Brains, of their own Reaſoning and 
Invention of late ; and that the Old, the 
One Revelation, has nothing like them. 


Laſily : Beſides the aboveſaid Doctrines, 
there are ſundry others, which, ſuppoſing 
them not manifeſtly erroneous, yet, ſome 
Chriſtians are highly blameable to make 
Eſſential, who eſpouſe them as the very 


Capitals of Religion; ſuch as abſolute E- 


lection and Reprobation, irreſiſtible Grace, 
impoſſible Apoſtacy, and the like. The 
Patrons of this fevere Theology muſt needs 
own; that Scripture is not ſo ſtrong on their 


Side, but that there are inſolvable Dith- 


culties, 


Sense rere 


. 
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cult ies, if not unaſwerable , on 
the other. Hence it were better to lay 
leſs Weight upon theſe difficult Points, 
than to maintain them as earneſtly as if 
the Faith lay at ftake. | 

Other Controverſies might be named, 
which are bandy'd about as things of the 
laſt Conſequence ; but if there be proba- 
ble Reaſons on both Hands, and both 
Sides own there are ſuch, this is a plain 
Cauſe that we ſhould not fight for ? rang 
as for Fundamentals: For, no doubt, what- 
ever Salvation is ty'd to rhe Belief of, 
comes within the compaſs of what was 
once delivered, and that fully, frequently, 
and exprelly alſo. | 

Thus, by this Clew of St. Jude, having 
made our Way thro' the Mazes and Laby- 
rinths of Modern Errors, we come to the 
pure, ſimple, true Faith, that Faith which 
lies in a little Room ; and in the receiving 


of which, 'tis of the laſt Hazard to allow 
a Latitude. | 


I proceed, Ildly, to ſhew, In what Way, 
and by what Methods we muſt contend 
for the Faith, as when it is thus found, 


And, /f. There is one undeniable Way 
ſtands open, whereby Miniſter and Hearer 
may equally contend for the Faith ; i. e. 

| By 


(16) 
By living ſuitably to our Principles; and 
by ſhewing the Sincerity of our Belief, in 
the Morality of our Actions. Perhaps it 
will be ſaid, Be my Morals never ſo good, 
how is this contending for the Doctrinals ? 
How can Uprightneſs in Practice, be a pro- 
per Confutation of Errors in Opinion 2 I 
anſwer thus: ITis to be fear'd the looſe 
Converſation of ſome Members of the E- 
ſtabliſh'd Church, tho tis not a ſufficient 
Reaſon, yet it's a ſpecious Pretence which 
ſome Heads of Parties ſeize, and make uſe 
of, in order to quit a corrupt Communion, 
(as they hence term it,) and to ſet up pu- 
rer Congregations. They have no Cauſe, 
nor could they have any Colour to withdraw 
from us, did we but generally ſhew that 
we are in earneſt, and embrace Religion, 
not only as a formal Method of Profeſſion, 
but as the true way of getting to Heaven. 
But here is the Miſchief, (and ſo it will be, 
more or leſs, in all National Communions) 
that many joyn to the Profeſſion that is 
uppermoſt, from Cuſtom, thro' Education, 
or by Chance only, who, inſtead of adorn- 
ing our Holy; Faith, are open Reproaches 
to it. Tho more pious Souls breathe not, 
than are to be found in the Boſom of the 
Church of England, nor fairer Advantages 
for this Purpoſe, be any-where tendred: 
Let, Oh, that it could not be * we: 
| ave 
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have likewiſe ſome vicious Examples; too 
many, be they never ſo few; too many 
for the Piet of the reſt quite to 
conceal, and ſo to carry off the Scandal 
which theſe obliquely caſt upon the whole 
Church : For when this Viciouſneſs of 
Life comes into ſight (as it ſeldom fails 
to ſhew itſelf) it ſtartles ſome well-meaning 
People, and makes them aſtoniſh'd, to think 
how that ſhould be the true Chriſtian Faith, 
which is attended with ſuch ill Company. 
In ſome ſuch ſtaggering Mood any new 
Preacher or Pretender takes them, and off 
they fly to the firſt Aſſembly, where they 
fancy more Edification may be met with, 
or greater Purity found. 

Now (as I before obſerv'd) this Method 
of arguing is wretchedly wrong and incon- 
clufive ; for, How follows it, that I muſt 


turn Sectary, becauſe my Neighbour is an 


Hl Liver? or, becauſe my Brother is guil- 
ty ofa Corruption in Manners, muſt I {trait 
be guilty of one in Principles? — Yet 
ſtill notorious Inſtances of Ili-Living are 
Blots in our Communion, and the worſt 
Blemiſhes any Church can have: She ſuffers 
by no Men more, except by ſome crafty 
and deligning Leaders, who hence take 
occaſion to make Breaches, and form Di- 
viſions, and broach Novelties in the Faith. 
General ** probably pre- 


Vent 


— 


( 18 ) 
vent this dangerous Practice, and ti is an 
earneſt and effectual Means of contteriding 


for the Faith. 


| 


2dly : Another xt Meanbof ee. 
ſerving the Faith, is, à conſtant adhering 
to thoſe Publick Aﬀemblies, where 
mect together to make 4 [olenin Profeſſion: 
of it; and where *tis taught from our 
Pulpits to ſuch Advantage, as to make che 
Sermons of the Church of England the Ad- 
miration of Europe. Since Wilkins, and 
Whitchcot, Barrow, Till tot n, &c. banifh'd 
Fanatical Flights out of the Pul pit, and 
advanc'd a Rational and a Pragical Way 
of Preaching, we have for Fifty Years and 
apwards enjoyed a Succefhon of many 
excellent Divines, whoſe Honour, whilſt 
they are encouraged by the People 8 At- 
Sat" will laſt, I hope, as long as Preach- 
ing itſelf. The People muſt not deſert 
their Lawful Paſtors, for the fake of Curi- 
oſity, Prejudice, or Hamour: They muſt 
not wander from one Way of Worſhip to 
another, and run the whole Round of Re- 
ligions, till at length, perhaps my know 
not where to fix ; for they may juſtly pro- 
voke God to give them over to Scepticiſm, 
Enthuſiaſm. Libertmiſm, and a Reprobate 
Mind, whilſt they muſt be tampering with 
all Seas, and by this means tempt . 
ca ds 
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Heads to form ſome unſcriptural Opinion 
or other to the End of the World. This 
looks: like contending to have no Faith, 
rather than to &#ep the true One For the 
Way to keep up 144, is not to ſhift from 
one Congregation to another, where Varie- 
1 of Teachers may be found, but to be 
ſteddy, regular, and devour in our Atten- 

gee on the Houſe of God, in our own 
ariſh-Churches, and upon the Publick 
Offices therein. And if, by good Provi- 
dence, we live in a Country, where (to 
{peak with the greateſt Modeſty) there 
is nothing ſinful in the Publick Commu- 
nion, nothing unſound in its Doctrine, or 
unſafe in its Worſhip ; why then certainly 
(if it was only to keep the Faith, and for 
nothing elſe) we ought inviolably to cleave 
to that ; Communion z eſpecially we muſt 
not omit the higheſt Act of Communion, 
viz. Frequent Receiving at the Holy Ta- 
ble, where we plight our Chriſtian Faith 
afreth, and e e Holy Elements ad- 
miniſtred with the greateſt Decency and 
Devotion poſſible; having moreover ſuch 
proper Inſtructions and Helps for Receiving 
laid down lately by a Patrick, a Fleetwood, 
a Nelſon, and ſeveral other devotional Per- 
ſons, as are not to be equall'd in any Lan- 
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zaly: Another neceſſary Means of con- 
tending for the Faith, is, A careful inſtruct- 
ing ourſelves and Families in the Grounds 
and Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
in our younger Lears, being willing to be 
Catechized ; and in our elder, to have our 
Relatives and Dependants ſo. I ſpeak to 
my Brethren of the CLERGY, to thoſe 
who are ſenſible, that in the Primitive 
Times, Catechiſts were held in as high E- 
ſteem as Preachers; thoſe who kept Schools 
for the Education of Youth, as well as 
thoſe who made Homilies and Diſcourſes 
to the People. Tis very improper to 
compare one good thing with another; 
yer, it muſt be own'd, that a particular 
Explaining of the Firſh and Main Truths 
of Religion, muſt needs be better than a 
General Preaching of All. Sermons fol- 
low well and neceſſarily, by way of Ex- 
hortation and Motive, of Confirmation 
and farther Conviction; but unleſs the 
Chriſtian Grounds be firſt laid, they often 
fly over without Impreſſion, and leave little 
or no Improvement. The Diſuſe of this an- 
cient Duty of Catechizing, has been, | 
doubt, one chief Cauſe of that wretched 
Latitude under which the Age labours. 
Hence many excellent Prelates, a Wake, 
a Beveridge, and a Withams, 1 
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fatal Conſequences of this Neglect, have, 
in a few Years time, furniſh'd us with 
admirable Expoſitions on the Church-Cate- 
chiſm. The erecting of the Charity-Schools 


was begun within theſe twenty Years up- 
on the fame pious Deſign 4 they were in- 


tended for the Nurſeries of Chriſtian Know- 
and theſe Expoſitions were fitted for their 


Uſe: And we cannot doubt, under the 
Inſpe&ion of a moſt worthy METRO O- 


LITAN, the chief Promoter of theſe Cha- 


ritable Foundations, and by the Care of 
the Truſtees: concerned under his Dire- 


ction, but that they will flouriſh in Piety, 


Peace, and Order; eſpecially with the 


Choice of ſuch School-maſters, who, by 


Precept and Example, will teach good 
Morals, and infuſe into the Childrens Minds 


the Principles of Proteſtant Loyalty, and 


Chriſtian Vertue. 


The Laſt Method of contending for the 
Faith, is, Either Arguing for it privately, 
or Writing publickly, with Strength and 
Perſpicuity, with Calmneſs, and with Tem- 
per. As to private, friendly Conference, 
here ſometimes one Neighbour may be the 
Inſtrument of reclaiming another from the 
Error of his Way ; eſpecially where inve- 
terate Prejudice does not block up the En- 


trance of Truth, but there is a previous 


Aſſurance 
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Aſſurance that the Attempt is made with 
an honeſt Intention. But as to publick 


Writing for the Faith, this has frequently 
done vaſt Service; witneſs that extraordi- 
nary Collection of Controverfial Diſcourſes, 
writ in a late Reign againſt the Romanifts, 
wherein Popery in all parts was miſera- 
bly baffled, and Thauſands thereby kept 
ſtanch to their Religion, who were under 
extreme Temptation to backſlide. 

Of late Years the Errors of the Quakers 
have been ſo ript up, and expos'd but of 
their own Books, that now they are un- 
der a Neceſſity of difowning their firſt 
Leaders, or of ſuppreſſing their Original 
Writings, or of changing and purging 


them, now. they are Reprinted, or of ex- 


pounding them in a contrary Senſe from 
what they were ever intended. 1 

As to the Socinian Tenets, theſe have 
occaſion'd divers judicious and reaſonable 
Treatiſes upon the Divinity of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, and his Religion; and *twere eaſie 
to quote ſome valuable Authors, a Bull, 
an Edwards of Oxford, a Fenkin, &c. 
who have beat this horrid Hereſy out of 
all its Holds. 'To ſuch good Uſe may 
Writing be put, when manag'd without 
-perſonal Invectives: And thus, my Bre- 
thren of the CLERGY, you may contend 


earmftl, 


x 


e 
2 yet not uncharitably, for the 
But fince the Chriſtian Worſhip is (as 1 
ſaid above) one great Guard of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, give me leave farther to congra- 
tulate you upon the learned Labours of the 
City-Clergy, in vindicating our Eſtabliſhed 
Li and aſſerting not only the Lawful- 
nels, but the Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
thereof. Whilſt the Volume of London- 
Caſes laſts, to the compiling of which they 
jointly concurr'd; whilſt the Works of a 
. Claget and a Stillingfleet are in Being, the 
Objections of the Diſſenters will have a 
perpetual Anſwer. Oh! that the bleſſed 
Day would once come, when the Strength 
and Candour of their Reaſonings might 
obtain its juſt Effect! How ſhould Non- 
conformity live, were their Arguments not 
fuffered to die? Were theſe cauſeleſs Breach- 
es once cloſed, how might we defy the E- 
nemies of our Faith, and be under no 
Dread leſt the Adverſary ſhould enter. 
God of his infinite Mercy pour Balm in- 
to the Wounds of our bleeding Church ; 
and grant that Conformity may be as uni- 
verſal and agreeable, as it has been lately 
* proy'd reaſonable to Demonſtration. 


W 
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* By the Biſhop of Bangor. 
e Whilſt 
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Whilſt I am lamenting this unhappy 
Schiſm, lo! another ſtarts up in our fight, 
of an ugly and unuſual Aſpect; I mean 
the Separating Practice of ſome Non jurors, 
who pretend to be of Us, but turn their 
Heel againſt Us, and ſpurn at our Commu- 
nion: They gather Churches out of Church- ' 
es, like the Independents ; they unbiſhop 
all our Spiritual Fathers at once, like the 
Presbyterians; they invalidate a Conſecrati- 
on in the Church, by a Revolution in the 
State, like the Eraſtians; they degrade the 
whole viſible Clergy, like the vileſt Secta- 
ries, pronouncing their Orders null, their 
Livings ipſo facto void, and all the Offices 
by them adminiſtred Sinful and Inmoral. 
Novatiani ſm, Donatiſm, Browniſin, and eve- 
ry other Schiſm looks modeſt, when com- 
par'd with this arrogant Attempt. | 

As mith the Prieſts, ſo with the People? 
They too, poor Souls! for going to their 
Parith-Churches, are condemn'd to Perdi- 
tion, and not capable of Reſcue, with- 
out reſorting to a clandeſtine Meeting, and 
there being reconciled according to a 
New Scheme of Abſolution- | 

But thou! who abſolveſt another, how 
acquitteſt thou thyſelf £ © For was it ever 
* Fades (faith Archbiſhop Sharp, in his 
* Farewel-Sermon at St. Giles's, the Pa- 
* x:ſ1h where this Schiſm was probably firſt 

« hatch'd) 


(25) | 

* hatch'd) That Separation from an E- 
% ſtabliſh'd Church, was founded upon a 
“ State-Point? Are the Caſes of Civil 
* Government, the fit Subjects of Spiritu- 
4 al Cenſures? Or if they were, who 
gave theſe Cenſures into the ſecret 
Keeping of ſundry Non: jurors, and put 
them privily upon tampering with 
Thunder? Muſt the honeſt Commonalty 
«of England have the Gates of Heaven 
« ſhut upon them, and the Keys turn'd 
« by. a few unknown Hands, purely be- 
© cauſe they have neither Leiſure or Ca- 
« pacity to determine the Titles of Prin- 
«* ces? Is this the ſuffering Spirit of thoſe 
* who will not ſwear to the Govern- 
* ment, to curſe and condemn all thoſe 
* that do? Is the thundring out Anathe- 
« ma's, and triumphing over an Excom- 
c municated Kingdom, a juſt Return for 
* the long Compaſſion ſhewn to their un- 
% happy Prejudices; which, whilſt they 
* kept in quiet to themſelves, who preſs'd 
* upon their Conſciences? Who pitied no 

their Misfortunes ? | 


But now, my Brethren, as former Schiſms 
have fled before the Arrows drawn by 
our late Learned Divines; ſo this mon- 
Arous One, juſt now rais d, calls for the 


quick 


(26) 
quick Purſuit: of your Pens ; and Pulpit 
and Prefs ſhould both 'chaſe It into thoſe 
Holes and Corners, out of which! it dares 
to ſhew 1tſelf, ' | Whas:/fhall- 1 fay-b- For 
Non: jurors to do the Drudgery ob.) Teſu- 
ite 3 for . Hickes and Howell to rene the 
ſame Schiſmatical . begun by Cem- 
pian and Sanders; what cauſe; of;-xejpy- 
cing is this tothe Romanfts ? What rhat- 
ter of Reproack to ousſelves q Such ano 
Clergyman of Conſcience, who has taken 
the Oaths, can ſit down: under with St 
lence. 1 doubt it will be impoſſihle for 
us to preſerve the Faith, if we can tame- 
Iy ſee our Holy Communion mangled, at 
this rate, and muſt go to ſeek for the Au- 
thority of the Church, in a ſecret, ſediti - 
OUS Comenticle. 13 3017 1. 5 5 123 
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As it behoves Clergy and Laity, in 
their diſtinct Stations, to be diligent Con- 
tenders for the Faith; fo Both have Cauſe 
to thank God for being Subjects to a 
PRINCE, who is not only its Titular, 
but True Defender. A PRINCE, who pro- 
tects the REFORMATION upon Principle, 
and inherits, thro! His [Huftrious Ance- 
ſtors, a True Zeal for the PROTESTANT 
* 27 Cauſe; 


(27) 
Cabfe's from which; we truſt, Hh m__ 
Succeflots will never ſwerve./ bs 
2050 1 RNS O 1 | 
[tl 4 . ils Governmeing a 
full Security of profeſſing a 
Pay ical Faith, 2 of preſenting 
the Undefiled Worſhip. We are 
in no toy, of haying our Bibles mut, 
eloy- or dur Creeds corrupted, - or our Liturgy 
depraved or our "Temples converted to 
ſane or ſuperttitious Uſes : But may, 
i me pleaſe, with Credit and Benefit dai- 
ly frequent thoſe Publick Aſſemblies, 


where Unity in Trinity and Trinity in 
nr! Is to be We 17% 


cyt! that whilſt in our 55 Capaci- 
ties 3 the Regal = emacy, and 
5115 imitate and obey our Right Reverend Di- 
RT ocefan, in Duty to our Sovereign, we 
um are undoubtedly ſerving the Intereſts of 
vl} the Church; and in paying True Alle- 
y, in | giance, we take the beſt Courſe to pre- 
Con- . che Fair h. | 


Cauſe 

to 2 id Hin: we! were we ſenſible of our 
itular, Happincs 3 ww to the r of 
0 pro- "a 1 I 

nciple, H ene 'F 
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(25) 
the beſt Civil Government, have the Pri- 
vileges added, of the pureſt Chriſtian 
Communion ; being the Sons of a tender 
Mother, who gives us Divine Food in 
due Seaſon, and ſpreads the Records of 
our Faith before us unfolded and open. 


10 | | DOTTSHO JL VOL 
Theſe Holy Scriptures, the Paſtors of 
the Church (according to St. Jude's: Pat- 
tern) are to explain with Diligence; their 
Flocks with Humility to hear; and then 
Neither can fail of finding the chief Arti- 
cles of Faith and Obedience. 1 


The Faith being thus found, (which, 
bleſſed be God, now flouriſhes amongſt 
ourſelves; ) as the Sovereign muſt pro- 
te& it by His Power, ſo Prieſt and Peo- 
ple muſt jointly contend for it by a ge- 
neral Good Life, by a conſtant Adherence 
to the Publick Aſſemblies, where tis pro- 
feſs'd and publiſnd; by a careful Inſtru- 
ction of themſelves and Families in its 
Grounds and Principles; by private Con- 
ference or publick Defence, if they have 
Authority, Ability, and Opportunity for 
ſuch Undertakings; and, laſtly, Cor 1 
can think but of one Way more) by their 
private and publick Prayers to Heav n, that 
the Gates of Hell may never prevail againſt 
It. | Doing 


We "TFeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 


how? F V T 
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Doing thus, we are in the direct Wa 
to 8 and ſhall be found at 


e — 


in the N of thoſe Saints, to whom 
the Faith was firſt delivered. ET 


Which that we ma y : God grant, thro? 
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Ir Rates aud Help ps. to Devotion, 
'both / er ài ractich In two 
Parts. The Eighth Edition, With Pray- 
ers before and after the Sacrament. Write 


ten by the Right Reverend Father in God, 
Bryan Dufya late Lord Biſhop of W; inton, 


in the time of his Sequeſtration. Price 15. 


A New Manual of Devotions; in three 
Parts. Part I. Containing Prayers for Fa- 
milies and private Perſons. Part II. Con- 
taining Offices," x. Of Humitixtion. 2. For 
the Lick. 3. For Women with Child. 
Part III. Conſiſting of an Office for the 
Holy Communion. To which are added 
ſome Occaſional Prayers. The Second E- 
dition, Corrected. Price 3. 

Advice to the Readers of the Common 
Prayer, and to the People attending the 
fame ; with a Preface concerning Divine 
Worſhip. Humbly offer'd to Conſiderati- 
on, for promoting the greater Decency and 
Solemnity in performing the Offices of 
God's Publick Worſhip, adminiſtred ac- 


cording 


fore, At, and After 


BOOKS lately Printed, 
N che Order lind by Law 
us. The Fourt BO hs 1 8. 
tuyo p an- 
Rs iety, 8 Fe- 
lix's Oui, and we Apology; for 
the Primitive e Render'd into 
Engliſh. ExEE 3.6 Ce | G 
The Great rtancę of a Religious 
Life, nies, Toon are added, ſome 
Morning and Evening Prayers, The Second 
Edition. Corrected and Enlarged, Pr. 1 5. 
Catechumenoram Duftor : Or, An Inſtru- 
Aion to Young Perſons in the Grounds and 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion; in a 
plain and familiar Expoſition of the Church 
Catechiſm, by wa of Queſtion and An- 
ſwer. For the Uſe of all Perſons, and 
Children in general, eſpeciall thoſe of 
the Charity-Schools. 8 from i 
Writings of the | beſt Catechiſts, and moſt 
Approved Divines of the Church of 
England. By a Divine of the Church of 
England, Price 1 5. | 
orms of Prayer, proper to be: uſe Be- 
ie Recei hing of the 
Holy Sacrament; ſome of which may be 
fitly made uſe. of upon other Occaſions, 


To which are added, ſome Meditations, &*c. 


The Fourth Edition, Corrected and Enlar- 


ged. Price 6 d. Stitch d, 9 d. Bound. 
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{the Imitation of Jeſus Chrilt; in Fon 
| 3K 1 N ori N lr in Latin bx 
_- Thomis 2 Kemtpi ow rendred into Ei- 
83/5. To lick are added, Meditations 
and Prayers ſor Sick Perſons, By . 
Stanhbpe, D. D. Dean of Canterbury. 7 
ober 


Several Tracts againſt Popery: 
Hier with the Life of Don Alvaro de L 
Written by Michael Geddes, LL. D. 
Chancellor of the Church of Sarum. Pr. 5 7. 
The Daily Office of a Chriſtian, - Being 
the Devotions of the Moſt Reverend Fa- 
ther in God, Dr. William Laud, late Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury. Wherein ſeveral ine) 
tachetical Paraphraſes, and other yer 


cebllent Prayers, ſelected eht of the 8 
tive Writers, formerly publiſh'd in Latin, 
5 are now made Engliſh ; and the Whole re- 


* duced to an exact Method, for the Benefit 
of the Derout. The Sixth Edition. Price 
1 5. 6 d. 
Aline in Ep tome: or, A Gate 
h pendium all its Rules, both Vulgar and 
 ' Decimal.” . Two Parts: Intended for 
4 the Remembrance and farther Improye- 
4! ment of 'thife who have already made 
. ſome Progteſs in this Uſeful Science, The 
Second Edition. By William Web ex Wri-. 
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